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and even the moneylender. It had led to untold
misery and had at the same time perpetuated the
ascendancy of a decadent priesthood over an
illiterate and superstitious people. Only by a des-
perate effort, whereby thousands of men and women
offered themselves for imprisonment and suffered
hardship voluntarily, could these age-long habits be
finally broken.
But this effort, great as it has been in its effects,
has involved for many years past the entire con-
centration of the energies of Young India upon its
own internal problems. Therefore, whenever the
appeal has been made to Indian leaders to throw
their whole weight into the world-wide struggle
against war, the reply has been that a subject people,
which has not gamed its own freedom, can have no
voice in world affairs.
Thus, the injury that is being done to the cause
of world peace by India's continued subjection is
no less great than the harm that India herself has
suffered. The arbitrary use of power is also dragging
Great Britain down and encouraging among a
certain type of Englishmen the crude appeal to
"brute force," which is one of the chief causes of
war.
When the statement is made by other nations
that Great Britain's present eagerness for peace is
due mainly to the wide extent of her dominion over
the earth, there is an unpalatable truth in it. For
India's vast population will soon reach 400,000,000
souls. Such figures are incredibly immense, as is